

Group A

Original Reading Passage  

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage below. Then, answer the comprehension questions. Type your answers in the box. The purpose of this test is to prepare you for the ACT reading exam. Please DO NOT use a dictionary.  

Adaptation of On Dumpster Diving

by Lars Eighner
1
I learned to scavenge gradually, on my own. I have learned that there is a predictable series of stages a person goes through in learning to scavenge. 

At first the new scavenger is filled with disgust and self-loathing. He is ashamed of being seen and may lurk around, trying to duck behind things, or he may try to dive at night. 
(In fact, most people instinctively look away from a scavenger. By skulking around, the novice calls attention to himself and arouses suspicion. Diving at night is ineffective and needlessly messy.) 
Every grain of rice seems to be a maggot. Everything seems to stink. He can wipe the egg yolk off the found can, but he cannot erase the stigma of eating garbage out of his mind. 

5
That stage passes with experience. The scavenger finds a pair of running shoes that fit and look and smell brand new. He finds a pocket calculator in perfect working order. He finds pristine ice cream, still frozen, more than he can eat or keep. He begins to understand: people do throw away perfectly good stuff, a lot of perfectly good stuff. 

At this stage, Dumpster shyness begins to dissipate. The diver, after all, has the last laugh. He is finding all manner of good things which are his for the taking. Those who disparage his profession are the fools, not he. 

He may begin to hang onto some perfectly good things for which he has neither a use nor a market. Then he begins to take note of the things which are not perfectly good but are nearly so. He mates a Walkman with broken earphones and one that is missing a battery cover. He picks up things which he can repair. 
At this stage he may become lost and never recover. Dumpsters are full of things of some potential value to someone and also of things which never have much intrinsic value but are interesting. All the Dumpster divers I have known come to the point of trying to acquire everything they touch. Why not take it, they reason, since it is all free? 
This is, of course, hopeless. Most divers come to realize that they must restrict themselves to items of relatively immediate utility. But in some cases the diver simply cannot control himself. I have met several of these pack-rat types. Their ideas of the values of various pieces of junk verge on the psychotic. Every bit of glass may be a diamond, they think, and all that glisters, gold. 

10
I tend to gain weight when I am scavenging. Partly this is because I always find far more pizza and doughnuts than water-packed tuna, nonfat yogurt, and fresh vegetables. Also I have not developed much faith in the reliability of Dumpsters as a food source, although it has been proven to me many times. I tend to eat as if I have no idea where my next meal is coming from. But mostly I just hate to see food go to waste and so I eat much more than I should. Something like this drives the obsession to collect junk. 

As for collecting objects, I usually restrict myself to collecting one kind of small object at a time, such as pocket calculators, sunglasses, or campaign buttons. To live on the street I must anticipate my needs to a certain extent: I must pick up and save warm bedding I find in August because it will not be found in Dumpsters in November. 
	What is your reaction to this essay? Do you feel sympathy (feel sorry) or scorn (feel that scavenger should not get respect) for scavengers? Write 1 paragraph. You MUST include examples from the passage to support your reaction.  




SELF-REPORT

DIRECTIONS: Share your experience from doing the activity above. Highlight your response to the questions.
1. Overall, how difficult was this activity for you?

0 – not at all

1 – a little
2 – a lot
3 – a great deal
2. How difficult was the vocabulary?
0 – not at all

1 – a little
2 – a lot
3 – a great deal

3. Does the way the author write the sentences make the passage difficult for you to understand? 
0 – not at all

1 – a little
2 – a lot
3 – a great deal

4. If you had another chance to read this passage, would you prefer a simpler version?
0 – not at all

1- a little
2 – a lot
3 – a great deal
5. Write any other thoughts you want to share about your experience.
